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A meeting of the Council was held at the Village Hall, Acton on Monday, 20th July 2015 at 

7.45 pm 

 

Present: Mrs. C. Johnson (Chairperson), Mr. P. Edwards, Mr. J. Matthews, Mr. P Chaplin, Mrs 

M. Maybury, Mr N. Antill, Mrs. T. Fisher and Mrs. L. Franks. Also present County Councillor 

Colin Spence, Mr C Bailey from The Innominate Trust, Mr D Morse from Leith Planning, and 

Mr T Harbord from Harbord Associates and approximately 70 members of the public.  

 

15/053 Apologies for absence were received from Mr. W. Shropshire and Mr Frank Lawrenson. 

 

15/054 Declarations of Interest: Mrs M. Maybury declared that anything that is spoken about 

under agenda item number 5, she is able to comment but as a District Councillor who sometimes 

stands in on the planning committee she is unable to give an opinion.  

 

15/055 Requests for Dispensation: None 

 

15/056 Minutes: The Minutes of the meetings held on 18
th

 May 2015 were approved and 

signed.  

 

15/057 Planning:  Before the planning consultants were given the opportunity to speak, the 

chair explained to the members of the public the rules of a Council meeting, stating that the 

public would only be able to speak if they were invited to and if time allowed. The chair 

reassured those present that if a controversial planning application was put forward then it would 

be recommended that a public meeting would be held before the Parish council makes its own 

official recommendation. 

 Mr Tim Harbord is instructed by Stephen Cobbold of Acorn Farms, who owns a small parcel of 

land on the Melford side of the village. The site is capable of accommodating a frontage 

development of 3 to 4 dwellings dependant on the overall mix, and Mr Harbord was seeking the 

views of the parish on the type of housing required.  Mr Harbord spoke about the government 

policy which now allows more flexibility to build outside the built up area.  As this piece of land 

abuts to the built up area, it would be suitable within Babergh’s plans.  Mr Harbord believes the 

site to be an appropriate site for a number of reasons.  Having regard to the existing pattern of 

development and character appearance of this site, it is quite distinct from the adjoining country 

side, such that if it were to be developed it would not set an undesirable precedent to extend 

further.  A small development of 3 to 4 dwellings would not be out of scale with the village. It is 

an accessible site, within comfortable walking distant for the Church, local store, public house, 

school and village hall and has an almost unbroken footpath. A key part of development policy 

is meeting locally identified needs.    Mr Harbord said there was no preconceived plan and he 

would welcome the views of the Parish Council and the public before developing a firm 

proposal. For example, if we want to see smaller dwellings or a bungalow for downsizing, that’s 

the sort of issue he would be very interested to have our views on.  

Chair asked councillors for any questions for Mr Harbord and then asked members of the public 

if they would like to comment on the type of housing they would like to see on the site.  
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 Mr C Moss – Clay Hall Place - corrected Mr Harbord that there is no made up footpath 

from the church gates and the new houses and it is just a grass verge. This request to 

have a footpath was on a previous application but was ignored. Mr Harbord responded 

by saying that the plan would be to put a footpath along the front of the site.  

 The chair asked if the public benefit from the development could be used to have a 

footpath put in along Melford Road to join the existing one. 

 

 Mr Edwards asked if each property would have its own access or if there would be a 

single access to the 4 properties.  Mr Harbord responded that it would be likely that there 

would be a single access with a hedge along the frontage but this would have to be with 

agreement with Highways Department.  

 

 

The chair thanked Mr Harbord for attending.  

 

Mr David Morse from Leith Planning Ltd is instructed by the trustees of Innominate Trust who 

own the parcel of land behind the allotments at the top of Barrow Hill.  

 

Mr Chas Bailey, a trustee,  explained about the trust which is a Quaker trust set up in 1976 by a 

resident in Suffolk.  The aim of the trust is to make charitable donations aimed at overseas and 

youth charites.  The trustees want to simplify the trust and dispose of the land but have a legal 

obligation to do the best they can with the asset.  At the same time they do have a responsibility 

to the local community and nationally.  One of the issues that has arisen is a housing shortage 

nationally, and a housing shortage for the elderly.  

 

Mr Morse ran through the proposal; they have completed some analysis for the area finding that 

Acton has 21.1% of residents are aged 65+ with no vacancies for care in 10 miles of Acton.  Mr 

Morse shared plans to build 32 extra care single units, which have 2 bedrooms and gardens, and 

a care home with 40 en-suite rooms.  The development includes multi-functional community 

hub with the suggestion of a hairdresser, library and store. Mr Morse explained that they are 

open to suggestions and these are only ideas.  The trustees want to work with the village to make 

this work for the sustainability of the village.  

Chair suggested that the plans be put on Leith Planning web site so they can be shared with the 

residents, Mr Morse agreed that this would be done.  

Chair asked how the developer would gain access to the site to which Mr Morse replied that a 

possible land swap with the allotments, would allow access to the site. The chair asked about the 

lack of footpath along Barrow Hill and pointed out how dangerous it would be for pedestrians to 

use. Mr Morse pointed out that the plans do include a pedestrian access to site via High Street.  

Questions from the public: 

 Mr T Claydon – St Margarets – asks why, as an aging community, we need more houses 

for the elderly.  Shouldn’t we be encouraging younger residents to the village to enable 

the village to thrive? 
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 Mrs L Bloomfield – Lime Walk – An allotment holder. There is a large amount of 

wildlife which moves freely between the wildlife area and the allotments. To put a 

vehicular access through the allotment would upset many creatures habitat.  

 Mr C Moss – Clayhall place – Has any consideration been taken about the infrastructure, 

because building that number of units will put a stress on the current power cables, 

sewers and water problems. Mr Morse replied that all services would be looked at and 

the companies contacted to seek advice.  

 Mrs J Antill – Newmans Green – asked if Suffolk County Council had been contacted. 

Mr Morse replied that they had and they wished to meet with him. 

 Mr A Manning – Barrow Hill – Have you been up the hill?  People have moved away 

because they could no longer walk the hill, yet it is your suggestion to house elderly 

people there. Mr Morse again spoke of the access on the south side at High Street. 

 The Chair asked if the distance to the village had been considered as it is quite a distance 

and whether the path would be laid with a hard surface.  Mr Morse stated that the walk 

was within the guidelines and the path would be looked at later down the line. The chair 

also pointed out that she thought that Mr Stephen Cobbold owned the footpath from the 

High Street to the corner not the trust.  

 Mr T Bloomfield – Lime Walk – Asked about the process over the plans. Is it your 

intention that the trust would development the land and then sell it to a company to run 

the community hub and the care home or would you get planning permission and sell the 

land to another organisation who you will have no control over who may then change the 

plans?  Mr Bailey replied the trust would get outline planning permission and then sell to 

a developer with an added covenant in perpetuity tied to the sale to ensure the plans were 

carried out.  

 Mr P Chaplin - Clay Hall - asked how this would be made binding?  Mr D Morse was 

asked that he obtain the information and report back to the Parish Council. Mr C Bailey 

stated that the trustees will make sure that it is binding. The trustees have no intention to 

hand over the land for an unacceptable scheme to be then built.  

 Mrs S Chaplin – Clay Hall – Is this scheme you are proposing a copy of an existing 

scheme and is it successful and is the care home necessary?  Mr Morse confirmed that it 

is similar to one in Chorley Lancashire. Mr Bailey referred to a scheme in York where 

the fitter people live on the outside of the development and as need arises they move 

closer to the hub, with the advantage of having their friends around them.  

 Mrs M Maybury – Clay Hall – Please can the trust be aware that this is a rural area not 

an urban one. How many rooms are proposed for the care home? Mr Morse replied 40 en 

suite rooms.  

 Mrs E Brennan –East Anglian Daily Times - Just double checking 32 bungalows and a 

40 bedroom care home restricted to retirement age. We see many planning applications 

which don’t include the suggested amount of affordable housing as there is no money to 

be made. I don’t see how you will be able to stick to plans as developers wish to make 

money.   

The chair thanked the planning consultants for attending, informed the public that if an 

application is received of this size then a public meeting would be called and all would be 

invited to speak.   
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The meeting closed at 8.40pm 

Public Discussion: 

C Johnson reported that footpath no 6 that runs from the church to Barrow Hill was overgrown 

and needed to be cleared. Proposed by T Fisher and seconded by N Antill that Wayne Hickford 

be asked to complete the necessary works as soon as possible. Clerk to order work 

Mr Poulter reported concern over the flood ditch located near Marsh Walk.  The clerk reported 

that Suffolk County Council were aware of the issues and had added the ditch to their routine 

inspections. P Chaplin commented that this had been raised at the Village Hall meeting and the 

suggestion of signs warning of Deep Water should be displayed. The chair explained that this 

had been looked into before but the only disadvantage would be that a large ugly fence would be 

installed around the ditch, which was not what the residents wanted. County Councillor Spence 

has very kindly offered to take this issue up with Suffolk County Council and has asked for 

copies of the email correspondence that the clerk has received. Clerk to forward on emails to 

County Councillor Spence who will peruse.  

Mrs Lane ask whether a post box could be positioned in the older part of the village.  Since the 

one in the High Street was removed 2 years ago it is quite a walk to post a letter when you live 

the Church end of the village.  Mrs J Antill responded that when she was District Councillor she 

tried very hard to have a post box positioned in the area, but due to cuts in the Royal Mail they 

were not prepared to add another post box to their round.  Mrs Antill went on to say that we are 

not the only village and Chaucer Estate in Sudbury lost a box at the same time as Acton and the 

residents there have even further to travel for a post box. Councillor Colin Spence explained that 

this is a country wide issue and is a general approach to the way services are changing.  

M Maybury asked when the footpath that runs alongside the Village Hall towards the Church 

would be cut back.  The clerk confirmed that this had already been reported and Wayne 

Hickford would address the overgrown path this week.  

 

The meeting commenced at 9pm 

 

15/058 Police Matters: The clerk reported that there had been 6 crimes in June.  2 thefts, 2 

criminal damage to a dwelling, 1 assault and 1 miscellaneous.  

 

15/059 County Councillor Report: County Councillor Spence gave a report explaining the 

changes at Suffolk County Council under the newly elected leader.  The problems with financial 

demands are still arising with a further £20 million gap over the next 2 years.  Councillor Spence 

confirmed that he had just allocated £1000 from his locality budget to the village hall to install a 

petanque court.  

 

 

15/060 District Councillor Report: District councillor Maybury gave a report which included 

information on the following: The Joint Strategic Plan 20014-2019 is now available online; 

information that the proposal for S106 to be replaced by CIL had not yet been accepted by 

Babergh District Council; it is the intention of the council to extend their solar panel programme 

by adding commercial properties in the future. 
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15/061 Lime Tree Green: The new play equipment has been well received with many positive 

comments from the residents including 40 notes of thanks from local school children who 

regularly enjoy the park.  

Sovereign Play Design are going to return to the site to add in 3 or 4 stepping blocks to enable a 

continuous run between the old equipment and the new. The original plan shows the pieces of 

equipment being closer together but when the new was installed it was located too far apart.  

Having the stepping logs should correct this oversight.  

It has been suggested that a new litter bin be sited somewhere near the new equipment. As the 

location would be outside Babergh District Council’s rules for collection of litter, Mr R Fish has 

been approached and has kindly agreed to empty the bin during his regular litter pick of the area.  

The bench located on the Green has a slat missing. After discussion it was decided that P 

Edwards would repair the bench. Proposed L Franks, Seconded P Chaplin, passed unanimously. 

 

15/062 Benches for Playing fields: After a short discussion N Antill proposed that 2 benches be 

installed at the Playing fields located at the Village Hall. This was seconded by P Chaplin and 

agreed by all. J Matthews will meet with C Fisher chair of the village hall committee to discuss 

the exact location of the benches. The council will monitor the use and condition of the benches 

and if need requires the members will look at installing 2 more to the area. The chair asked if the 

subject of litter at the playing fields could be discussed at the next Parish council meeting in 

September. The money for the benches will be located from the Parish Councils Village Hall 

Project Fund.  The notice board at the entrance to the village hall is in poor condition.  The clerk 

to approach County Councillor Spence to see if monies from his locality fund could be allocated 

to replacing this board. Clerk to order benches, contact Colin Spence, and add bins to 

September agenda. J Matthews to liaise with C Fisher about the location of benches.  

 

15/063 New Dog Waste Bin and bag dispenser: These have now been delivered and will be 

installed by P Edwards by the end of July.  

 

15/064 Defibrillator Housing: Clerk reported that the ownership of the defibrillator was 

uncertain with the school reluctant to allow the unit to be housed elsewhere in the village. The 

Clerk had contacted Mr Jon Needle from Community Partnerships East Anglian Ambulance 

Service, who gave the defibrillator to the school, and he had confirmed they would support the 

re-housing of the unit to the village hall so the equipment is available to all residents 365 days of 

the year. Clerk to speak to the school and to find appropriate housing for the unit.  

 

15/065 Parish Plan: P Chaplin, P Edwards the clerk and Mrs L Bloomfield met with Gillian 

Benjamin and Robert Horne from Community Action Suffolk. After a discussion about parish 

plans Gillian suggested that a village review should be organised.  This review will identify 

issues and concerns of parishioners but also community assets and aspirations.  The cost of this 

is £525 plus vat for the facilitation. A team from community Action Suffolk will facilitate the 

event leaving everyone free to give their views, talk to people and join in the discussions. This 

event has been booked for Thursday 17
th

 September at 7pm in the Village Hall. The clerk will 

design and print a leaflet which M Maybury has volunteered to deliver during the middle of 

August.  Clerk to organise leaflet, M Maybury to deliver 
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15/066 Correspondence sent and received:  

 

 The clerk reported that the Lime Trees in Jennens way had been deteriorating and dying 

off.  Andrew Graham from Babergh District Council has been out to obtain samples and 

review the trees.  Mr Graham suggests that the council obtain a written report from the 

Forestry Commission, who will research pest and disease identification. The cost of the 

report will be approximately £70.  M Maybury proposed and T Fisher seconded that the 

report be obtained as soon as possible. All agreed. Clerk to order report 

 

All correspondence was noted and/or circulated. 

 

15/067 Footpath lighting: A quote has been received from Pearce and Kemp to replace the 2 

broken lamps one located outside the Crown Public House and 1 outside number 19 Lime Walk. 

The lamps will be replaced with LED lanterns at a cost of £299.00 plus vat. Led lanterns require 

little maintenance and are guaranteed for 5years for defective parts.  Proposed by N Antill and 

seconded by J Matthews that these 2 lamps get replaced as soon as possible. P Edwards 

proposed that all further broken lamps should be automatically upgraded to the new lamps 

without the need for further discussion at a meeting. This proposal was seconded by L Franks 

and was passed unanimously.  

 

15/068 Allotments: 12 people attended a Suffolk Allotment Watch meeting hosted by the local 

police. It was suggested that a noticeboard be placed at the allotments so posters and meeting 

information be displayed.  Clerk to add to the next meeting agenda. 

 

15/069 Inspection of Closed Churchyard: The chair reported that she had spoken to Chris 

Moss, Church Warden, and he had been advised by The Diocesan Registrar that any inspection 

should be visual only, which the church wardens carry out regularly.  The Parish Council is 

responsible for the maintenance of the closed churchyard and the Parochial Church Council will 

let the Parish Council know when there is an issue.  It was agreed that the inspection of the 

closed churchyard be removed from the weekly inspection sheet.  Clerk to remove from 

inspection sheet. 

 

15/070 Report from Village Hall Meeting: P Chaplin reported that he had attended 2 meetings 

and had discussed the benches, solar panels, defibrillator and notice board with the committee.  

He also reported that the Village Hall committee had been given £1000 by County Councillor C 

Spence to install a boules pitch.  They are also going to be moving the recycling bins to a less 

dangerous space and replace the blinds in the hall.  

 

 

15/071 Planning Applications:-  

(a) The following decisions were noted: 

 B/15/00292 – Vine Cottage, Listed building consent – Approved 

 B/15/00381 – Pound Tree Garden, extension to existing garage – Approved 

 B/15/00480 – 1 Cedar Walk, erection of 1.8m fence – Refused 
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 B/15/00509 – 4 Vicarage Road, alterations to roof – Approved 

 B/15/00541 – Commodore – TPO crown reduction – approved 

 

(b) The Planning Applications Register was produced and signed. 

 

 The following applications were dealt by the rota councillors: 

 B/15/00610/FHA – Commodore, Barrow Hill – erection of single storey rear extension – 

recommend approval 

 B/15/00605/FHA – Webb Truck Equipment, Acton Place Industrial Estate – erection of 

commercial building – recommended approval 

 B/15/00613/FHA – Mondice, High Street – erection of full length front and rear dormer 

roof to provide first floor living accommodation – recommended refusal – application 

has since been withdrawn 

 B/15/00729/TPO – Church of All Saints – Raise canopy of 2 horse chestnut trees- 

recommended approval.  

 

 

(c) Outstanding applications:  

 B/15/00819/TPO – 6 Tots Garden, barrow Hill – Crown lift of 1 oak tree by 18ft covered 

by TPO. Members felt that they should take advice from the tree officer at Babergh 

District council.  As the tree has an order placed on it, it should be left alone unless work 

is necessary for the safety and health of the tree. The members will support the tree 

officer’s decision. 

 

   

 

15/072 Outstanding Accounts 

Cheques were signed for:-  

  

 HMRC  £340.00 

 Mrs L M Edwards £1360.64 

 Paul Clark Printing Ltd £41.00 

Realise Future £413.94 

 Sovereign Design Play Systems £10574.95 

 SALC  £108.00  

 R J Warren £390.00 

Glasdon  £451.78 

Babergh District Council £1232.75 

LAH Signs £702.00 

BDO LLP £360.00 
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Mrs L M Edwards Expenses £96.85 

 

15/073 Approve and accept the Annual Return: The external auditor has completed the audit 

on the Council accounts and there were no matters which came to their attention.  Proposed 

L Franks, seconded P Edwards that the annual return for 2014/2015 be approved and 

accepted.  Passed unanimously.  Copies will be made available to the public on request. 

   

Meeting closed at 10pm 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

Next council meeting will held on Monday 21
st
 September 2015 at 7.45pm. 


