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A meeting of the Council was held at the Village Hall, Acton on Monday, 21st September 2015 

at 7.45 pm 

 

Present: Mrs. C. Johnson (Chairperson), Mr. P. Edwards, Mr. J. Matthews, Mr. P Chaplin, Mrs 

M. Maybury, Mrs. T. Fisher, Mr. W. Shropshire  and Mrs. L. Franks.  

 

15/074 Apologies for absence were received from Mr N. Antill, County Councillor Colin 

Spence, and District Councillor Mr Frank Lawrenson. 

 

15/075 Declarations of Interest: None 

 

15/076 Requests for Dispensation: None 

 

15/077 Minutes: The Minutes of the meetings held on 20
th

 July 2015 were approved and signed.  

 

15/078 Police report: No report had been received and no police were present. 

 

15/079 District Councillor’s Report: District Council went to Sudbury Town Council to offer 

support after the fire in the town. The emergency team at Babergh District council was fantastic 

and we should be comforted that they are there for us all if we need them.  

District Councillor Maybury reported that she had been kept busy with numerous items for the 

village such as fly tipping, overhanging trees, and ownership of ornamental garden and areas of 

flooding. Councillor Maybury confirmed that the trees in Waldingfield Road will be addressed 

in the spring 2016, with the removal of a number of the trees.  

Next year’s litter pick will be held on Wednesday 16
th

 March 2016.  Having spoken to the refuse 

team this week they are delighted with Acton’s response this year. 

Chilton Woods development, there should be something coming to planning by the end of this 

month. District councillor Maybury has made representation to the district council about the 

heavy traffic coming through the village. This traffic is coming from the Peoples park 

development, Bellway Development, and District Councillor has complained and suggested they 

find another route.  

District Councillor would like to highlight the Connect Programme who are looking for Area 

coordinator.  They are trying to coordinate sustainable living at home for anyone who needs help 

to stay in their own homes and be more resourceful enabling them to live safely and well in their 

own homes.   

Other matters at the District Council include devolution, where the government devolve powers 

to the county. This means that after a two way discussion the government could give a larger 

sum of funds to the county to fund the services themselves.  

Community Infrastructure Levy is still changing, and ongoing. With CIL at the moment there 

would be no contribution for a builder building only 1 property which District councillor 
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Maybury finds disappointing. District Councillor Maybury confirmed that at present any 

planning application received is not obliged to make any contribution either via S106 or CIL.   

 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm 

Public Discussion: 

M Maybury reported that Babergh District Council had been weed spraying along the verge 

edges along Clay Hall Lane.  The truck doing the spraying has driven over the verge which has 

caused the grass to die.  Clerk to report to BDC.  

A member of the public reported that the verges leading to the traffic island at Bull Lane are 

overgrown but at present this does not obscure vision for the junction so no action is necessary.  

 

The meeting commenced at 8.15pm 

 

15/080 Brief Report from Village Review Meeting: The meeting was well attended by 88 

residents.  Community Action Suffolk will now collate all the discussion points and produce a 

written report for the council.  From this the members can decide if any actions are necessary 

and if the parish needs to be looking at completing a parish plan. 

 

15/081 Report from clerks’ information meeting: The clerk reported that at a recent meeting 

it was highlighted to the councils that funds from the precept should not be given to the repairs 

or maintenance of the Church Building. This is in the Local Government Act 1894, copy 

attached to minutes. As the council have a reserve fund for the church roof, this money will need 

to be re allocated. This matter will be fully discussed at the November Budget meeting but if any 

councillors have ideas of a different use of the money please could they inform the clerk so any 

costs can be obtained before the meeting.  

 

 

15/082 Clerk pay increase: Following notification in November 2014 from NALC, the clerk’s 

salary should have been increased from Jan 2015 from £9.94 per hour to £10.26 in accordance 

with the clerk’s contract. Proposed by C Johnson and seconded by W Shropshire that the clerk’s 

salary be increased accordingly and any arrears paid. Passed unanimously.  Clerk to action.   

 

15/083 Hedge Trimming 2015/2016: Proposed by W Shropshire and seconded by P Edwards 

that Mr J Doe be employed to trim the council’s hedges in Tamage Road and Barrow Hill at the 

cost of £230.  Passed unanimously.  It was also proposed by W Shropshire and seconded by T 

Fisher that Mr W Hickford be approached to add footpath no 6, connecting Barrow Hill to the 

Church, to his contract with the council. Clerk to action.  Maintenance of footpaths to be 

discussed at the budget meeting.   

 

15/084 Barrow Hill Proposed development: The clerk reported that an email had been 

received on 12
th

 August from David Morse at Leith Planning asking for the views of the parish 

council. The members discussed whether Barrow Hill is safe for a new access road to the 

proposed development. Proposed by P Chaplin and seconded by T Fisher that the council reply 

that if a planning application for this development was received the council would object and 
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would not be willing to sell any part of the allotments to allow access to the site. M Maybury 

abstaining because of her role with the planning department at the District Council. Passed. 

Clerk to action.   

 

15/085 Dog Waste Bin: The dog waste bin located on Waldingfield Road at the entrance of the 

Bun Meadow footpath is always overflowing.  It was suggested that a bigger bin at the cost of 

£215 plus a new post and installation be ordered. Proposed by P Edwards and seconded by T 

Fisher. Passed unanimously.  The members all agreed that P Edwards should install the bin. 

Clerk to action.   

The chair raised the point that an ‘odd job man’ is needed for the clerk to be able to contact if 

there are any small issues in the village such as overgrown nettles preventing access to public 

footpath, loose screws on bin posts etc.  Mr R Wright, a member of the public who was present, 

volunteered to take on this role, only charging for any materials / equipment needed to complete 

any task. The chair thanked Mr Wright and contact details were exchanged.  

 

15/086 Allotment Inspection: Following the recent inspection of the allotments it was 

necessary to write to 1 tenant to ask that the allotment be attended to as it was weedy and 

overgrown. It was also noted that the lock on the main gate has been broken. All agreed that a 

combination lock on a chain should be purchased to keep this gate locked with access only being 

gained by the allotment holders. Details of the combination for the lock to be included in the 

tenancy renewals due this month.  Date of next inspection will be Monday 14
th

 March at 11am. 

Clerk to attend instead of P Edwards who is unavailable during the day. Clerk to action 

 

15/087 Flood Ditch: The clerk and County Councillor Colin Spence had looked into the 

ownership of the flood ditch and have had it confirmed that Suffolk County Council are 

responsible.  Zac Smith Area Engineer has emailed saying: 

As is expected for a feature like this we would expect water to be retained at varying levels 

depending on local rainfall - having said that; much like in 2009 when we carried out some 

maintenance to clear the bottom of the basin to allow water to reach the chamber, it seems 

similar symptoms are presenting themselves again.  

We are currently looking at ways of securing the two non-standard grates situated within the 

basin with lockable hinges. This will prevent the grates being lifted off in heavy rainfall whilst 

also keeping any intrigued children from accessing the large chambers.  

 

Whilst we investigate that aspect of the issue I am going to order our contractor to clean and jet 

the two chambers to improve the amount of water they can receive, thus reducing the residual 

water levels held within the basin itself. Alongside the drain cleansing the erection of some 

small information signs around the basin warning of the potential for deep water will be 

considered. 

  

These measures should provide a safer environment for the local community whilst also 

maintaining the current drainage system works as required. 

 

15/088 Rubbish Bins: After a discussion about installing rubbish bins at the playing fields, it 

was decided to find out if Babergh Emptying service would be willing to empty from the edge of 
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the field near the new benches and at the recycling area. Clerk to investigate and add to budget 

meeting.  

 

15/089 Notice board for the allotments: After a discussion is was decided that there was 

nowhere for a notice board to be positioned at the allotments. It was suggested that a board be 

attached to the gates which would enable any information to be displayed. Mr Wright to action 

 

15/090 Defibrillator Housing: Clerk has a meeting with the head of the school to discuss the 

relocation of the equipment to the village Hall.  Clerk to obtain permission and then get quotes 

for installation of cabinet. 

 

15/91 Lime Trees: The clerk has been in contact with the forestry commission. They appear to 

be very busy as it takes weeks to get a reply via email or telephone. The members felt that it was 

important to get a diagnosis of the cause as soon as possible so instructed the clerk to obtain 

quotes from 3 companies for a tree survey and diagnostics service. Once the quotes are received 

the clerk will contact the open spaces panel to make a decision on which company to use.  This 

will make sure this happens as quickly as possible without having to wait for the next meeting. 

This was proposed by P Chaplin and seconded by J Matthews with all in agreement.  Clerk to 

action   

 

The clerk will also write to the owners of the lime trees which do not belong to the parish to 

inform them of the council’s intention and to ask if they wish their trees to be included in the 

survey and any works necessary sharing the cost.  Clerk to action   

 

15/092 Correspondence sent and received:  

 The clerk had confirmation of her attendance to a finance course on 22
nd

 September. 

 The S106 Monies of £11360.53 had been received. 

All correspondence was noted and/or circulated.  

 

 

15/093 Planning Applications:-  

(a) The following decisions were noted: 

 B/15/00605/FHA – Webb Equipment- commercial building – Approved 

 B/15/00610/FHA – Commodore, Barrow Hill - rear extension – Approved 

 B/15/00613/FHA – Mondice – Application Withdrawn 

 B/15/00819/TPO – 6 Tots Garden – Tpo reduce Trees – Approved 

 B/15/01044/TPO – Commodore – Field Maple Reduction  – Refused 

 B/15/00891/FHA – Post Office Lane – Replacement Shed - Approved 

 

(b) The Planning Applications Register was produced and signed. 

 

(c) Outstanding applications:  

B/15/00613/FHA – Mondice, High Street – erection of full length front and rear dormer 

roof to provide first floor living accommodation – recommended refusal - 

overdevelopment of the building. The plans are for major alteration of the property, 
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increasing the footprint and height. The roof line is not in keeping with the neighbouring 

properties and will be a detriment to the area. M Maybury abstained from vote. 

 
 

 

B/15/01020/FHA – 26 Vicarage Lane, Acton – Construction of new vehicular access 

with new dropped kerb. The members of the council discussed the application with 

differences of opinion. The comments on the application were: there are 2 other 

properties with crossovers in the road; the property has a garage and a parking space at 

the rear; paving over gardens could have detrimental effect on the water table levels; the 

view from the neighbour to be considered because if the applicant parked a van or 

caravan on the drive this could prevent light into neighbouring home; the large hedge 

would be removed making the street feel more open plan and pleasant.   

After a vote, from which M Maybury and L Franks abstained, the opinion was divided 

with 3 members wishing to recommend refusal and 3 wishing to recommend approval. 

Therefore, it was decided to support the planning officer’s decision on this application.  

 

   

 

15/094 Outstanding Accounts 

Cheques were signed for:- 

 

Glasdon  £317.14 

Mr W Hickord £87.00 

Mr R Fish £417.00    

 HMRC  £494.30 

 Mrs L M Edwards £1721.58 

Edwards Builders £300.00 

SALC  £18.00 

SALC  £54.00 

Paul Clark Printing Ltd £39.00 

Realise Future £996.00 

Anglia Inspection Service £156.00 

C.A.S   £1188.41 

 

The bank statements and bank reconciliation were approved by all members, see appendix 

attached.  

 

15/095 Renewal of insurance cover for 2015/2016:  Community Action Suffolk, have once 

again been able to offer a discounted 5 year term with Zurich Insurance. Proposed by W 
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Shropshire and seconded by T Fisher that the council take advantage of this discount at an 

annual cost of £1188.41   Passed unanimously. 

   

Meeting closed at 10pm 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

Next council meeting will held on Monday 16
th

 November 2015 at 7.45pm. 


