
Acton Parish Council 
 

 

 
 
Signed: ………………..…………...…      Chairman          15 May 2017             Page 31 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, The Green, 
Acton on Tuesday 11 April 2017 

 

Present: Councillors (Cllrs) Nick Antill, Paul Chaplin, Peter Edwards, Lisa 
Franks, Christine Johnson (Chairman), Jonathan Matthews and Will 
Shropshire 

In attendance:    Paul MacLachlan (Clerk) and 20 members of the public. 
 

The agenda will be appended to the signed minutes. 
 
1 Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Trudy Fisher. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
The requirement to update the Register of Interests was noted. 
No further interests were declared. No dispensations were sought. 
 

3. Public Forum 
Members of the public attending indicated that they were concerned about the recent 
housing needs survey received from Chris Broughton Associates on behalf of Leith 
Planning Ltd. Cllr Johnson acknowledged the concern of residents and undertook to 
keep residents updated of any further developments. 

Cllr Johnson highlighted the need for volunteers to assist with moving the Council’s 
Speed Indicator Device and to participate in the Acton Community Speedwatch 
Scheme. 

 

4. Planning 
(i) Cllrs considered the following planning application: 

B/16/01405 Land north east of Commodore, Barrow Hill, Acton 
Erection of 1 dwelling and new access 

It was agreed unanimously to recommend that the application be REFUSED. 
 

(ii) Cllrs expressed surprise at the recent housing needs survey issued by Chris 
Broughton Associates. Cllrs asked the Clerk to respond indicating that, while the 
Council retains an open view, the proposed development site adjacent to Barrow Hill 
may not be viable. 

 

5. Environment 
(i) Cllrs considered recommendations from Suffolk Tree Services for further work to 

trees in Jennens Way and along the church drive. 
It was agreed that Suffolk Trees be commissioned to undertake the following work as 
soon as possible: 
(a) remove the dead wood from trees 3 and 60 in Jennens Way; 
(b) subject to the approval of the Parochial Church Council, prune and remove the 

major dead wood from the avenue of limes leading to the church; 
(c) subject to the approval of the landowner, remove the blackthorn bush growing 

against the church boundary wall. 
It was further agreed that Suffolk Tree Services be commissioned to undertake the 
following work in August 2017: 
(c) remove the dead wood from trees 1 and 27 in Jennens Way; 
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(d) inspect trees 33 and 44 in Jennens Way and undertake any necessary work. 
 

(ii) Cllrs considered proposals for the management of the Council’s land at Lime tree 
Green. 
It was agreed that Suffolk Tree Services be commissioned to undertake the following 
work as soon as possible: 
(a) poison the weeds and grass under the play area netting; 
(b) raise the crown of all trees in the play area. 
It was further agreed that Suffolk Tree Services be commissioned to undertake the 
following work in August 2017: 
(c) cut back the hedge adjacent to the school boundary back to the school fence 

and as close to ground level as possible. 

The Clerk was asked to obtain quotations for the following work to be undertaken on 
the land between Lime Tree Green and Jennens Way in August 2017: 

 to cut back and clear all brambles, nettles, self-set trees and blackthorn bushes 
in land between Lime Tree Green and Jennens Way; 

 to cut back the hedge between Lime Tree Green and Jennens Way to encourage 
it to re-form; 

 to remove the epicormic growth from the Lime Trees. 

The Clerk was also asked to obtain quotations for a 3-year contract, commencing in 
2018, for maintenance of the Council’s land around Lime Tree Green. 

 

(iii) Cllr Johnson reported on a site visit to the Acton Conservation Area with Colin 
Muddimer, Stuart Ricketts and the Clerk. Cllrs expressed their appreciation of the 
work undertaken by Colin and Stuart and resolved to consider related governance 
issues at the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. 

 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
 


