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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at 7.45pm in the Village Hall, The Green, 
Acton on Monday 11 September 2017 

 

Present: Councillors (Cllrs) Nick Antill, Paul Chaplin (Chairman), Peter 
Edwards, Trudy Fisher, Lisa Franks, Christine Johnson, Jonathan 
Matthews and Margaret Maybury. 

In attendance:    Paul MacLachlan (Clerk), District Cllr Frank Lawrenson (part) and 9 
members of the public. 

 

The agenda, together with appendices 1 to 5, will be appended to the signed minutes. 
 
1 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr Will Shropshire and County Cllr Colin Spence. 

2. Declarations of Interest 
The requirement to update the Register of Interests was noted. 
No interests were declared. No dispensations were sought. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting 
The minutes of the Parish Council meetings dated 17 July 2017 were agreed a true 
record and signed by the Chair. 

4. District and County Councillor reports 
(i) District Cllr Lawrenson commented on: 

 the District Council’s move to Endeavour House on 1 October 2017; 

 the importance of the Parish Council’s response to the Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
Local Plan consultation; and, 

 a spate of thefts in Great Waldingfield. 
District Cllrs Lawrenson and Maybury both encouraged the Parish Council to give 
further consideration to a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 (ii) No County Councillor report was received. 

5. Clerk’s report 
(i) Cllrs noted Appendix 1 detailing the actions undertaken since the last meeting.  

(ii) The Clerk advised the following matters not on the agenda: 

 that code of conduct complaints are being investigated by the Monitoring Officer; 

 that Dave Ashworth had volunteered to co-ordinate the Acton Speedwatch 
Scheme. Six local residents had allowed their names to go forward and Dave 
was in touch with the local constabulary to progress training. Cllrs thanked Dave 
for undertaking this work; 

 that the Council’s insurance policy will be renewed at 1 October 2017; 

 on correspondence from the Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk and 
PCSO Grant Skeggs arising from requests for greater local support in tackling 
low level crime in Acton; 

 on correspondence requesting that the hedge along Waldingfield Road be cut 
back to improve pedestrian safety; 

 on correspondence from the owners of The Laurels, Waldingfield Road advising 
work to de-silt their pond. 
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 (iii) The Clerk advised the following decisions made under delegated powers: 

 following agreement with the Chairman, to accept Kenny McLean’s quotation of 
£420.00 for the painting of play equipment at Lime Tree Green; 

 to accept Edwards Builders’ quotation of £200 + VAT for installing a new dog bin 
and levelling the ground under the speakers at Lime Tree Green; 

 to respond, in accordance with Parish Council policy, to planning applications 
17/02664 (Acton Place Industrial Estate), 17/02731 (58 Lambert Drive), 17/04035 
(30 Tamage Road) and 17/04053 (Old Vicarage, Vicarage Lane). 

 

6. Public Forum 
(i) residents expressed concern that warning road signage had been placed on High 

Street for over 3 weeks without action. The signage was itself creating a road hazard; 
(ii) residents asked that a hedge bordering Footpath 3 be cut back; 
(iii) residents commented on planning application 14/03990, land east of Appleshaw, 

Mills Lane, Newnan’s Green raising concern about the increased likelihood of traffic 
accidents, poor access and the adverse impact of the proposed dwellings on the 
already poor water pressure and the character of the hamlet. 

 

7. Planning 

(i) Councillors considered the following planning applications: 
B/17/03990: Land east of Appleshaw, Mills Road, Newman’s Green 

(Access to be considered) for the erection of 2 No. detached two storey 
dwellings, the formation of two vehicular accesses and associated 
hard/soft landscaping. 

It was the majority view of councillors that the application be REFUSED. 
 

B/17/02751: Tola Waldingfield Road Acton Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0AH 
Application under section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act - 
Demolition of existing workshop and storage area and erection of 2 No. 
detached residential dwellings with studio garages (B/15/01332) - 
without compliance with condition 2 (approved plans) - to allow the 
addition of conservatories. 

It was the unanimous view of councillors that the application be APPROVED. 
 

(ii) Cllrs noted the Planning Authority’s decisions at Appendix 2. 

(iii) Cllrs considered how best to respond to the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan 
consultation. It was agreed that: 

 Cllrs Chaplin and Antill should attend the Sudbury Visioning Event at the Delphi 
Centre, Sudbury on 13 September; 

 Cllr Antill and one of Cllrs Edwards or Johnson should attend the Joint Local Plan 
consultation in Lavenham Village Hall on 26 September; 

 all Cllrs consider attending one of the Joint Local Plan public drop-in sessions to 
be held throughout Babergh and Mid Suffolk; 

 Cllrs Chaplin, Antill, Johnson, Franks and Matthews meet on Wednesday 11 
October to commence drafting the Parish Council’s response; 

 the Clerk should seek an extension to 20 November 2017 for the Council’s 
consultation response. 
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8 Environment 
(i) Cllrs noted that it was important to differentiate between amenity and conservation 

land when considering green belt proposals and agreed that a continuous unbroken 
green belt between Acton and Sudbury was probably unrealistic. 
Cllrs agreed that green belt proposals ought to be incorporated within the Parish 
Council response to the Joint Local Plan and that the group of Cllrs tasked with 
drafting the response should be authorised to liaise with other Parish Councils if a 
joint response was felt to be advantageous.  

(ii) The Allotment, Open Spaces and Conservation Area Working Group reported on a 
satisfactory inspection of the allotments on 7 September 2017. The Clerk was asked 
to thank Cllr Will Shropshire for taking down a large shed within the allotment. 

(iii) Cllrs noted Sovereign’s report following their inspection of the play equipment at Lime 
Tree Green dated 5 August 2017. Cllrs noted that Edwards Builder’s had been asked 
for a quotation to eliminate the slight trip hazard around the swings and that plugs 
were now available to fill the finger holes on the Multi-Play unit. 

(iv) It was decided not to seek the renaming of Vicarage Walk to Edna’s Drift as this 
would require a change of address for some local residents. 

(v) Cllrs considered a request for recreational facilities for teenagers within the parish. It 
was agreed that the next newsletter should invite feedback from local youngsters 
about the type of facilities that will be helpful. 

(vi) Cllrs considered quotations for the installation of a zip wire at Lime Tree Green. The 
lowest quotation was £11,843.26 + VAT. It was decided not to proceed. 

(vii) Cllrs asked the Clerk to: 

 contact the Highways Department regarding the road signage on High Street; 

 advise Colin Spence that the barriers intended to surround the attenuation pool 
running parallel to Sudbury Road had been recovered from the pool and were 
now being held by Edwards Builders for collection. 

 

9. Finance and Administration 
(i) Cllrs noted the report of the Responsible Finance Officer at Appendix 3 and approved 

the bills for payment. 

(ii) Cllrs noted the accounts, budget and bank reconciliation for the period to 31 August 
2017 (Appendix 4). 

(iii) Cllrs noted that the External Auditor’s Report and Certificate (Appendix 5) had 
advised there were no areas of concern and no matters to draw to the Parish 
Council’s attention. 

10. Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas 
(i) Cllrs attendance at Joint Local Plan meetings had been advised; 

(ii) There were no forthcoming meetings to be agreed. 
 

(iii) Cllrs requested that maintenance of Edna’s Drift to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

(iv) There were no items of further information. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:37pm. 


